PRODUCED FOR THE OXFORD DIE-CAST COLLECTORS CLUB

p=s)

e

b

OXFORD DIECAST, P.O. BOX 62 SWANSEA, SA1 4YA
TEL: 01792 643500 FAX: 01792 465144 www.oxforddiecast.co.uk

Issue 99 UK & EIRE 2 Guineas (£2.10) USA $5.00

60th
ANNIVERSARY
LAND ROVER

The Land Rover was
designed in 1947 as a
post-war temporary
stopgap measure for the
export-hungry Rover
Company. The
enthusiasm of Rover's top
management was so
great that it axed plans for
its new 'mini' car in favour of the
4x4 newcomer. The 4x4 from Solihull,
West Midlands, exceeded all expectations and
created a world-wide niche.
The creators of the Land Rover were Spencer Wilks, then managing director of Rover, and his
brother, Maurice, then engineering director. They designed the Land Rover as a civilian
replacement for the US Jeep, manufactured by Willys-Overland and Ford. They chose
'Birmabright' aluminium-alloy for the body panels, as steel was still strictly rationed after the war,
and all Land Rovers since have had aluminium alloy panels. The Land Rover was to be Rover's
flagship export model, as at the time there were large financial incentives for companies to
produce products for export. Rover thought that a 4x4 would appeal to many people, including
those living in the developing colonial outposts.
The first Land Rover prototype was built in the summer of 1947, and all the early prototypes had a
tractor-like centrally-mounted steering wheel. This was done to save money building separate left-
and right-hand drive models for export. However, by the time the production Land Rover
appeared in 1948, the centre-steer idea had been scrapped. The Land Rover range was improved
and expanded over the years to meet customers (both civilian and military) demands, and to
exploit gaps in the market. Our first release is HUE166

- NEW which was the plate of the first Land Rover and is an
Land Rover 80 inch - HUE 166 80inch wheelbase model. It appears in it’s
reconditioned form at the museum in Gaydon. Orders
for this will be high, we will despatch all orders for this
model separately at the end February.
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In March 1967 the ‘Iron and Steel Act’ brought into
public ownership about 90% of British Steelmaking.
The country's non integrated steelmaking and re-
rolling companies,

including half of the specialised steel production
facilities were left in the private sector with a
number of small companies. In July of that year
BSC (British Steel Corporation) was formed from

British Steel - Mini Van NEW | the UK's 14 main stgel produ.cing companies. This
enabled the reshaping of a vital industry after
MV025 1:43 2,000 |£6.95 | ‘g | years of insufficient capital investment.

In the 1970’s the Government approved a 10 year
development strategy with expenditure of £3,000 million from 1973 onwards, the
objective of which was to convert BSC from a large number of small scale works using
largely obsolete equipment, to a far more compact organisation with highly competitive
plant. Steelmaking was to be concentrated in five main areas: South Wales, Sheffield,
Scunthorpe, Teesside and Scotland.

In Globe 48 we released a Model T (DR0O0S8 -

2003) for the Jim Beam Bottle Club of New ‘

Zealand and that was followed two years later by i -
a Bedford. This is the latest version a Chevrolet ‘. ‘ sﬂUTJ“"‘HD gt
truck. On the back door of this model you will find o y‘i‘“‘ -
the date 2007. The birth of Bourbon dates back to o

the 1700’s (Dusty remembers it well!), the rich :
flavour of Kentucky bourbon was discovered

when a batch of corn whiskey was aged in new

white oak barrels that had been charred by fire. In | jyim Beam - New Zealand NEW
1795 the recipe and distillation process was
perfected by Jacob Beam. DRO24 |- 1,050 |£4.95 E

J2 in the same colours. We have had
several letters about the colour schemes
pointing out that the bright yellow roof made the
vehicles very visible around the airport facilities.
We also have been told that there was a Land
Rover Series 1 vehicle - if anyone has any
information we would greatly appreciate it.

In Globe 96 we released the Heathrow Mini
and this month we follow up with the Austin

Austin J2 - Heathrow NEW

Heathrow Mini
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Chipperfield Raluys Chipperfield Advertising
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Chipperfield Lion Trailer Chipperfield Panther & Leopards Trailer Chipperfield Elephant Trailer
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NEWBULLNOSE TOOLING

The ten piece set will have the following liveries - 15 Year Van, Sunlight Soap, British Railways, Tate& Lyle, Eagle,
White Horse, Brocks Fireworks, Walls, Co-op and the Scout.

15th Anniversary Bullnose Set
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A lovely gift this pack of Lyons Maid A @
vehicles - comes on a plinth.

Mini Vans - Twin Set Lyons Maid

DER - Anglia

SET 28
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Following on from the DER release in
Globe 87 we had plenty of information
about all sorts of TV rental companies.
One of the nicest liveries was for
Spectra rentals. So Dusty decided that
we should release this Anglia. He
remembers the name, but not much
else I'm afraid, he also lost all the
contact details of the member who - —
sent in the pictures - | am not sure how |Spectra Rentals - Anglia NEW

long | can put up with him.

ANGO029 1:43 (2,000 |£6.95 | ‘gl

Bedford Beagle
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The Bedford Beagle was an estate car
conversion of the Bedford HA 8cwt van, which
itself was based on the Vauxhall Viva HA. The
conversions were undertaken by Martin Walter
Ltd. Whilst the vans were very common at one
time, the Beagle was altogether rarer and there
are very few left today.

Introduced in 1964, originally with the 1057 cc
engine, the Beagle was basic, with drum brakes
all round and minimal interior trim. Later engine
upgrades arrived in 1967 (1159 cc) and 1972
(1256 cc), bringing the top speed up from 72
mph (116 km/h) to about 80 mph (129 km/h), but
the Beagle was finally discontinued in 1973. It
was more or less replaced by the superior Viva
HC estate cars.



Morris J2 - Stepped Roof GPO

Bedford CA Canopy Pick Up
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J2 Mid Anglia Police
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Bedford CA Walls Ice Cream

BOAC
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Morris Minor Camper Van - Blue

Bermuda Morris Minor
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Home & Colonial Gown Van

GEC Mini Van
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Morris Minor Gown Van
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Bedford CA Milk Float

Heathrow Mini
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Bedford CA Lyons Maid

RAC Morris J2
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Burton - The Tailor of Taste

Bedford CA Van - GPO

Morris Minor Camper
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National Service Station

Bedford CA Royal Mail

Anglia Van Clean Heat Gas
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Austin Service
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1:76 Scale Anglia Police 76105003

1:76 CARS AND VANS

| really messed up on the 76105003. Firstly |
forgot to put it in the Globe, then it went on the
internet and we didn’t show much information
on it - within days we had sold out. Anyway it’s
available again as | have made some more. I'm
told that there is a similar vehicle in the series

Heartbeat, but I've yet to watch this programme - so that’s probably why
it’s such a popular model. I've also produced some more of the minor

vans and FX4 Black Taxis. TAFF
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Sold out - so available again March

o 0 iR .

Available
again

A beautiful diorama produced by
Rob, I'm thinking of making this
as it is so attractive. TAFF

Here are some pictures
of models that will
release over the next two
months The Jaguars are

Bedford HA - Walls - Batman NEW

£9.95
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This time an Ice Cream vehicle with the
‘Batman’ conversion. A very bulky
conversion as you can see. Walls
turned to ice cream production as a

| consequence of the phobia people had

over eating pork during the summer in
the early part of the 20th century. At the
time home refrigeration was not
widespread and pork didn’t keep well
during the hot weather. As a result
Wall’s were laying off staff with a large
drop in sales - hence the switch to ice-
cream.




