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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS m

Q. How do I start building a layout?

Having a layout is the only way to get started with > ’

your model railway. There are four steps to getting

your layout going. |’

Step One: You have to pick out a scale. They range

from Z scale, which is the smallest, to G which is the

largest. The scale will help you determine how much room you will need to
work with. If you are unsure of what size, visit your local hobby store, they will
be able to tell you everything you need to know about the different scales. Also
by visiting the hobby store you can see some of the sizes and accessories for
yourself.

Step Two: learn all you can about your chosen scale. There are lots of websites,
books, magazines, and newsletters about model railroading. The more you
learn about the hobby and the scale you’'ve chosen the better you can plan.

Step Three: What do you want your first layout to be? Do you want to be a
simple layout for Christmas time? Do you want to start small and then expand
later? What are your plans for this layout? Decide on the style and design of
you railway.

Step Four: Make sketches. It’s the only way you are sure that you can get it all
set up right. Put your ideas down on plain sketch paper. Use a pencil so you can
erase. If you aren’t confident you can draw it where it looks right then look in
some of the magazines for software ads that can do the drawing for you.
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Q. Choosing a scale is the first step, so what are the different scales?

There are several different scales but the most commons sizes are as follows
(ordered from largest to smallest):

G 1:24

O 1:48

S 1:64

00 1:76.2 (found in United Kingdom)
HO 1:87

TT 1:130 (found in Germany)

N 1:160

Z 1:220

It should be noted that the HO and O scales are the most popular scales in the
model railroading world, especially with first timers. You should pay attention
to the fact that O scale is actually laid out on a 5.0” gauge rather than the
standard that most follow. This can cause a problem for some first time model
railroaders because they underestimate the turning radius this scale needs.

Q. What is the difference between gauge and scale?

Scale is the ratio between the model and the prototype (also known as the real
world trains). The HO scale of train runs at a 1:87 ratio or 1/87™" of the real
world train. Gauge, however, is the distance between the inside of the two rails
on the track. For the real world gauge the standard is 4’8.5”. Narrow gauges,
which just literally means a narrower track is 2’ or 3’. So if you are talking
about a HO scale track you are looking at a track that is 1/87™ of the 4’ 8.5”
gauge.

Q. I want to start my model rail way with a single set, what is the best
recommendation?

This is complete opinion, as one model train enthusiast will choose one
manufacturer over another and yet another enthusiast might disagree and
choose a different manufacturer. A good choice to start your collection is Lionel
trains. They have been in business for quiet sometime and have a good
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reputation for model trains. If you want it all you might find that you will be
paying quite a bit of money. They do have some starter sets that are on the
cheaper side, around $150 but they may not have sound or lights.

MTH is another good company to start with and run a little less than Lionel but
they still make a good set. You can get everything you need for around $200 to
$250 and that includes sound and steam.

Probably the best scale to start with is the HO because there are lots of options
and the turn radius isn’t as large as the O scale which can cause problems with
your layout.

Q. What is the best place to get my track and trains?

Now this all comes down to personal taste. If you are someone that wants to go
hold to the train and inspect it before buying it then you need to go to a hobby

store to make your purchase. This way you can actually see the train before you
buy it.

If you are looking for good deals then check out the Internet. You can find
some direct sellers that offer discounts by not having to go through the middle
man of the hobby store. You can also find some good buys on eBay. Mail order
forms from magazines and newsletters are also a good way to find deals on
model trains and track.

If you are a savvy shopper you might also hit flea markets and antique stores.
Often you can find some nice trains and their accompanying track here without
spending a lot of money. Sometimes these trains work just fine; they may just
need to be cleaned up a little bit.
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Common Mistakes of First Timers

If this is your first time building a model railway,
there are a lot of things to learn. While not everyone
makes mistakes, they are easily made. Here are some
of the most common mistakes made by first time
railway enthusiasts.

Mistake 1 - Choosing the wrong scale train

There are a lot of things that can go wrong when you choose the wrong scale
train. It is probably tempting to go with a larger scale and gauge train, such as
the O scale, because you might feel more comfortable with the size. But one of
the things that can go wrong is the fact that it has a larger turn radius than
most model trains. Not giving it enough room to turn can cause constant
derailments. Also with the O scale the cars aren’t always the same length. This
too can cause frequent derailments that will slow down you progress.

Mistake 2 - Getting the wrong scale engine/track

Because engines and train cars are listed in scale and the track is listed in gauge
this is an easy mistake to make. You probably won’t even realize your train
won’t fit on the track until you have it all together. While there are many
companies out there that will put both the scale size and the gauge size on
their boxes, it’s important for you to pay attention to what you are getting
when you purchase your trains and track. Nothing is more frustrating than
getting the track all attached to your bench and wired to the controller than to
find out everything you built is wrong for the engine you purchase.

Mistake 3 - Out of scale scenery

Speaking of scales, scenery being out of whack is another first timer oops. Yes,
your engine might be taller than your homes, if they are all single story, but is it
taller than your trees? If it is then you have got the wrong scale when it comes
to the trees. Remember things like trees and taller buildings will loom over your
train. The engine doesn’t need to be the biggest thing on the bench.
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Mistake 4 - Bench not big enough for layout

This is why you need to know your layout before you get started. You don’t
want your track to be too close to the edge. Having your track right on the edge
of your table could result in a mess. Not only could your train derail all the way
to the floor by the littlest jolt of the table or bump of the elbow, but you can
dislodge your ballast or your scenery. If you have your train running behind
trees and other scenery it can be difficult to judge the distance between the
scene and the edge of the board. If your track is too close to the edge and too
close to the scene you could be picking up more than just the train off of the
floor.

Mistake 5 - Building a bench at the wrong height

The last thing you need is to struggle with your creation. Normally, when
someone builds a benchwork to be the wrong height it’s actually too short. No
one wants an achy back because they’ve been bent over for hours so why
should you. Remember you have to be able to run your layout and you have to
run the wiring underneath. While it doesn’t happen often you could go the
other way and build a bench so large you can’t reach everything. If you can’t
reach the center from any side of the bench then it is too big. How are you
supposed to put scenery and complete the bench if you can’t reach it?

Mistake 6 - No place to uncouple and couple cars

This is a common over sight. Many people just forget to put in the sidings for
the trains to do such things. It’s easy to forget but remember your train is
running like a real one, it has to have a place to put the cars it’s not pulling.

Mistake 7 - Making the layout too complicated

When you are just starting out it’s best to use the K.I.S.S. method to layout
design. That means Keep It Simple Stupid. Sounds rude, but you have to
remember you want to get your railway working so you can enjoy it. If you
make the design too complicated you might not have the time, money or space
for it. Most people will get frustrated with it if they can’t get everything going
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like they want. For your first layout just keep it simple. You can always grow
your railway later.

Want To Learn More?

If you are motivated to build a stunning layout and want more training and
resources to help you finally create the layout of your dreams, then I offer you
my step by step model train system packed in an easy to read ebook.

Click the link below for more details:

www.modelrailwaytrains.org/model-railroading-guide

ﬂ/(\fr% C O/é%-uudq

Albert Coleman

www.modelrailwaytrains.org
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